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The new regional FP6- project “BALTIC STATESNETWORK “WOMEN IN
SCIENCES AND HIGH TECHNOLOGY” (BASNET) starts soon.

According to the EC ENWISE (Enlarge Women in Science to East) group REPORT on
women in science there is a large gender disproportion particularly in Sciences (S) and
High Technology (HT). However, until now, the problem of women under representation
in Sciences (S) and HT has not been sufficiently studied in Baltic Sea States - new
current EU Member States: Lithuania, Latvia Estonia and Poland and none of these
countries has a strategy for tackling the problem. Thus, to stimulate changes in the
existing situation it is crucia to create the common strategy to increase women
participation in Sand HT.

Lithuanian Women Physicists initiated the regional FP6- project “BALTIC STATES
NETWORK “WOMEN IN SCIENCESAND HIGH TECHNOLOGY” (BASNET)

The project is aimed to mobilize and coordinate the regiona and interdisciplinary efforts
to support the development of the strategy to increase equal participation of women
scientists in different fields of professiona activity, decision making process on different
levels of science policy and its management in the Baltic Sea States new EU members.

The strategic objectives of the project are addr essed:

1. To establish the interregional Baltic States Network among corresponding
international women working groups, professional organizations and corresponding
departments of governmental institutions.

2. To stimulate the public debate on women and science on national and regional
levels.

3. To create the main principles of strategy to increase women participation in science
and to ensure equal participation of women in different fields of activity, and in decision
making process on different levels of science policy and it’s management.

For this purpose we aim:



1. To mobilize an internationa efforts by establishing the interregional Baltic States
Network “Women in S and HT” among women working groups, professional
organizations and corresponding departments of governmental institutions.

2. To carry out comprehensive sociological analysis determining reasons which causes
the under representation of women in Sand HT in the region:

3. To stimulate public debate on women and science, to create the regional Data
Bases of Women in S and HT, and establish monitoring and infor mation systems on
Women in S and HT which have help the coordination of actions and improve
dissemination of information aswell as stimulate the changes in the society as whole.

4. To concentrate the efforts on formulation of the main principles of regional
education and science policy to ensure the equal participation of women in Sand HT.

The participants of the project are professional scientific organizations (National
Scientific Societies), Universities and corresponding departments of governmental
ingtitutions responsible for the science policy. The participants from Lithuania, Estonia,
Latvia, Poland and Romania as well as experts from other EU member States are
included into the project.

The BASNET project demonstrates the systematic and complex approach to the problem
and covers a broad range of areas of women life (from school to research university
laboratories). On the other hand there are different actions included in the project: from
actions involving target groups in public debate on women and science, sociological
analysis of the situation to the implementation of the obtained results in working out the
regional strategy; from exchange of good practice to the formation of close integration
and communication systems between women scientists in the region. The participating
partners are specializing in the different areas from HT and Sciences such as physics,
chemistry, mathematics, biochemistry, sociology to education and science policy makers.
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